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The occurrence, management and outcome of adverse drugs reactions of antiepileptic and

antipsychotic drugs

The purpose of this project is to recognize the occurrence, pattern of adverse drug reactions
(ADRs) associated with antiepileptic and antipsychotic drugs in out-patients from Rajanukul institute , to

summarize the management and to evaluate the result of the management efficacy to the ADRs.

The descriptive protocol included 331 out-patients who received 435 treatments and had been
prescribed with antiepileptic drugs or antipsychotic drug. The data was collected from the out-patients’
prescription, the inquiries from their relatives about the patients’condition and observing
patients’symptoms directly between January to Fabruary2008 and the data from the out-patients’medical
charts between January 2005 to Fabruary2008. The demographic record form was used as the tool to

collect the data. Frequency and Percentage were used to analyze the data.

Most of patients were male (71.90%) and 60.4% of the patients were young and teenage (6-19
years old). There were ADRs in 63 patients (19 %) and were male 76.2 % .The incidence of ADRs
symptoms was as follows in decreasing order: weight gain , drowsiness , extrapyramidal symptom(EPS) ,
saliva increase , gingivitis ,tardive dyskinesia (TD) aggressive etc. Some patients had more than one
symptom. Risperidone caused the highest incidence of ADRs symptoms, followed by the combination of
risperidone and sodium valproate. Whereas haloperidol caused the most severe ADRs , such as : TD and
Acute EPS, followed by thioridazine. Thirty-five patients with ADRs symptoms were treated with
medical management. Thirty-four patients felt better, whereas another one had just change prescribed
drugs. The other 28 patients did not get any management because their symptoms were not severe and did
not threaten their daily life. However, medical staffs had to follow up their symptoms. Management most
often involved replacing them with other drugs, reducing the dose, supportive treatment , giving

trihexyphenidyl or benztropine etc.

Most of ADRs were type A. Almost patients were improved and drug profile should be

communicated to medical staffs for preventing recurrence ADRs

* Pharmacy, Rajanukul Institute.

Keyword : Anti-epileptic drug , Antipsychotic Drug , Adverse Drug Reaction
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