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ABSTRACT

Research Title :  The Effectiveness of the Mental Retardation Media in
promoting the Preventive Behavior of Reproductive
Women in the Chemical Factory

Researchers Ruja Loasakul, Roumpom Salelanon, Sriwanpen
Chinawongse, Saovaluck Changsomboon

Date May , 1997 - August, 1998

Supported by Rajanukul Hospital

The media for prcventing mental retardation is an important
"component of mental health media which was generally diffused through mass
media and personal media. The objectives of this study were to study the
effectiveness of the mental retardation media by evaluating knowledge, attitude,
and practice skills before and after receiving informative media activities which
were organized in the chemical factory. Samples were 150 reproductive
women, age 16-35 years old who were randomly seiected from three chemical
factories in order to evaluate the preventive behavior which effecting from
mental retardation media such as poster, sound media, handbook and voluntary
couselling for individﬁal. and small group the data analysis was conducted by

SPSS programe and the statistic analysis were percentage, X, SD and T -test

s

The major finding were as follow
1. The samples received the message concerning mental retardation

through mass media especially mostly from the television (70.7%)
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2. After they had received additional informative media organing in
thcl.factory, it was found that the behavior of the samples has been changed
with statistical significance at 0.05 . Those with post - test questionares tend to
have better preventive behavior than those with pre - test questionares

3. The factors of age, mental status and motherhood have no
influence on the attitude and practice skills, however, the education level has
an influence upon their knowledge in mental retardation with statistical
significance at 0.05 . Those with higher education ( secondary school level )
| seem to understand the knowledge of mental retardation better than those with
lower education ( primary school level)

4, In the process of media evaluation, thg most effective media
"were poster (66 %) and handbook (56 %) but sound media was less effective.
Moreover, the handbook was the most useful media (57.3 %) In addition, the
samples were appreciated and satisfied with researchers as personal media and

suggested us to continue arranging such media activities

Conclusion and Recommendation

The Preventive and corrective measures for mental retardation in
reproductive women, by providing information media directly to the target
group, have an influence upon the behavioral change of the samples in
improving their knowledge, understanding, attitude and practice with statistical
significance at 0.05 the researchers would like to- recommend ‘the development
of two way communications media for promoting their preventive and
corrective behaviors, In addition, it should be useful if we can coordinate and
intergrate the média production and diffusion with related activities such as
mother and child health promotion, nutrition, occupational health and family

mental health to any other target group
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