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Abstract: Behaviors of Mothers of Down Syndrome During and After Pregnancy
Kanokpongsakdi R, M.D.,* Srisuro S, B.Sc.,* Mareow C, B.Sc.*, Sriyaporn P, M.S.N.#*
*Rajanukul Hospital, **Department of Nursing, Faculty of Medicine, Ramathibodi Hospital,
Mabhidol University.
Siriraj Hosp Gaz 1993; 45: 327-335.

Seventy five mothers of Down syndrome children aged 3-5 years old who attended the Early
Developmental Intervention Program at Rajanukul Hospital during the months of May 1990 and April 1992 were
interviewed. Of the 75 mothers, 42 were young mothers (aged under 35 years) and 33 were eldery mothers (aged
35 years and over). Both groups have had four times higher histories of having abortion than statistical reports
of the general mothers. Most mothers (90.7%) reported that they had never known about Down syndrome
before the birth of their Down syndrome children. After having Down syndrome children, there was a statistically
significant difference in behaviour toward sterilization between the young and the elderly mothers (p=0.0006).
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