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Abstract ;  Behaviors of Mothers of Down Syndrome During and After Pregnancy
Kanokpongsakdi R, MLID,* Srisure 5, B.Se. . * Marcow C, B.Sc.*, Seivaporn P, MSN
*Rajanukul Hospital, **Department of Nursing, Faguity of Medicing, Ramathibodi  Hosparal,
Mahidol University,
Siriraj Hosp Gaz 1993; 45; 327.315,

Sevenly Mive mothers of Down syndromse children aged 35 years old who attended the Early

Developmental Intervention Program ot Rajanskal Hospital daring the months of May 1990 and April 1992 were
inferviewed. CH the 75 mathers, 42 were young molhers (aged under 35 vearsh and A3 were eldery mothers (aged
15 years and over), Both groups have had four times higher historles of having abortlon than siatistical reporis
of the general mothers, Most mothers (99,7 %) reported that they had never known about Down syndrome
hefore the hirth of their Down syndrome children. After hoving Down syndrome children, there was a statistically
significant difference in behavioor loward sterilication between the young and (he elderly mathers Ep-:ﬂ‘.ﬂm'ﬂ.
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Bahaviors of Mothers of Down Symidrome During

and After Pregnancy
Haunkaew Kanokpongsakdi, o4 al.

Ririraj Hosp Laz
Val. 45, No. 5, May 19509 s

Five percent (481 of the young mothers compared with 3% percent (3040 of diderly mothers were sterilized, More
young mathere(4T.6% ) were pregnant andfor had delivered more babiss after having Down syndrame children
while only 6.1 percent of the elderly modthers had had additional children (p=0,d02), However 7T.0 percent of
mathers who decided io have more children had ampiocentesis diagnosis, Seventy-nine percent (TET %) of the
moathers reported that they first loarned of their Down syndrome aewlborns Ffrom their obstetricians and 628
percent of them hrowght thelr children for developmental inlervention services upon recommendation of

their physicians,
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